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Russian Helicopters launches series production of the new  

heavy Mi-26T2 helicopter 

 

Moscow / 22 May 2015  

 

Russian Helicopters (part of State Corporation Rostec) has launched series production on the 

heavy Mi-26T2 helicopter at Rostvertol. The Mi-26T2 is a modernised version of the Mi-26T, 

equipped with the latest avionics, making it possible to cut the number of crew required and also to 

operate the helicopter during night-time. 

 

“We announce the start of production on the modernised heavy Mi-26T2 helicopter,” said 

delegation head, deputy CEO of Russian Helicopters Andrey Shibitov. “Mi-26 helicopters are 

unparalleled in terms of their flight capabilities, and this modernisation significantly expands their 

potential operational use. I am confident that the Mi-26T2 will be popular in Russia and 

internationally.” 

 

Creating heavy helicopters poses particularly complex design challenges, and Russia has 

immense, unique experience developing and producing these machines. For example, it was Mil 

Moscow Helicopter Plant that developed the Mi-6 heavy helicopter, which was produced at Rostov 

on Don from 1959 to 1980. The Mil Moscow Design Bureau also developed the unique V-12 (Mi-

12) heavy helicopter, which was not put into series production for economic reasons. The military 

Mi-26 helicopter and its commercial variant Mi-26T have been produced at Rostvertol from 1980 

right up until the present day, and these machines have proven themselves in all areas of their 

operation. The helicopter has set cargo transportation records – the Mi-26T can carry a cargo of 

20 tonnes inside its cabin or on an external sling. 

 

Complex modernisation of the Mi-26T into the Mi-26T2 was implemented by Mil Moscow 

Helicopter Plant jointly with Rostvertol, under Russian Helicopters auspices. The preparation of 

design and operational documentation for the helicopter concluded in 2010. Rostvertol was 

simultaneously developing an improved Mi-26T in the form of the modernised prototype Mi-26T2. 

In December 2010, the Mi-26T2 prototype was transferred from the final assembly workshop at 

Rostvertol to the flight test centre for delivery acceptance and final ground and flight tests, which 

concluded in 2011. 

 

On 17 February 2011, the modernised Mi-26T2 helicopter completed its first flight at Rostvertol. 

That March, ground and flight demonstrations of the Mi-26T2 were given for international 

delegations. In August 2011, the helicopter was showcased at the MAKS-2011 airshow and 

sparked significant interest among visitors and potential customers. 
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In 2013, a major delivery contract for the Mi-26T2 was concluded with a foreign country, and Mil 

Moscow Helicopter Plant started developing design documentation to meet this customer's 

particular requirements. Throughout 2014, Mil Moscow Helicopter Plant carried out preliminary 

and special flight tests on the Mi-26T2 prototype. The necessary working design documentation is 

currently being prepared ahead of launching series production of the Mi-26T2. The modernised 

Mi-26T2 helicopter meets the latest standards in international aircraft construction. Crew numbers 

are reduced from 5 to 2-3 people. 

 

The Mi-26T2's design, equipment, and systems mean that it can be operated at any time of day or 

night, in regular or difficult weather conditions, over even ground or in mountainous areas. Like the 

Mi-26T, this new helicopter does not need to be maintained or serviced at an airfield, and can be 

based autonomously for long periods of time. 

The Mi-26T2 is equipped with a glass cabin, five multifunction LCD displays, control board, 

duplicate electromechanical instruments, and an upgraded digital communications suite. On-board 

video displays offer clear visuals of the cargo on the external sling during the day. 

The Mi-26T2's navigation suite significantly increases the extent of flight control automation, 

easing the crew's role. The Mi-26T2 boasts enhanced safety. Its early ground proximity warning 

systems alert crew if the helicopter is nearing the ground. The in-flight situation, obstacle and 

collision warning system identifies possible collisions and gives clear control over airspace to a 

radius of 9-11 km around the helicopter, sending requests to all aircraft in this area. 

For in-flight comfort at low or high temperatures, the helicopter is equipped with air conditioning 

and heating systems in the crew and cargo cabins. 

 

The helicopter is equipped with special features to ease the loading and unloading of the transport 

cabin. Like its predecessor, the Mi-26T, the Mi-26T2 can be used to transport large sized cargo 

and equipment in the cargo cabin or on an external swing, to transport paratroopers, or the 

wounded. This helicopter can be used to carry out a variety of construction and assembly work, 

and can also be used to deliver fuel (kerosene, diesel fuel), for the autonomous ground-based 

refuelling of a range of aircraft and other vehicles, in addition to its fire-fighting capabilities. 

 
Rostvertol, a Russian Helicopters company, produces a wide range of Mi- helicopters and carries out repair and 
modernisation work on helicopters, supplies aviation engineering materials and provides related services. Currently 
Rostvertol is involved in the series production of new generation military helicopter Mi-28N Night Hunter (Mi-28NE 
export variant); the Mi-35M combat support helicopter; and the world’s heaviest multirole transport helicopter – the Mi-
26T. 
 
Mil Moscow Helicopter Plant is a subsidiary of Russian Helicopters. Its key areas of activity are experimental 
research and design, and the design, construction and testing of prototype helicopters. Since its founding, the Plant 
has created 12 basic models of helicopter, including the Mi-8/17, Mi-35M, Mi-26, Mi-28, Mi-38 and numerous 
modifications. Mi-helicopters are in operation in 110 countries worldwide and form the backbone of helicopter aviation 
in Russia, the CIS, as well as in countries in Asia, Latin America, Africa and the Middle East. 
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Russian Helicopters, (part of State Corporation Rostec), is one of the global leaders in helicopter production and the 
only helicopter design and production powerhouse in Russia. Russian Helicopters was founded in 2007 and is 
headquartered in Moscow. The company comprises five helicopter production facilities, two design bureaus, a spare 
parts production and repair facility, as well as an aftersale service branch responsible for maintenance and repair in 
Russia and all over the world. Its helicopters are popular among Russian ministries and state authorities (Ministry of 
Defence, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Emergency Control Ministry), operators (Gazpromavia, UTair), major Russian 
corporations. In 2014 its IFRS revenues increased 22,8% to RUB 169,8 billion. Deliveries reached 271 helicopters.  

 
State Corporation Rostec is a Russian corporation founded in 2007 for the purpose of promoting the development, 
production and export of hi-tech civilian and military industry products. It comprises 700 organisations, nine of which 
have now been formed as holding companies of the military-industrial complex, five of them are involved in civil 
industries and 22 are directly controlled. Rostec’s portfolio includes recognised brands such as Avtovaz, Kamaz, 
Russian Helicopters, and VSMPO-AVISMA. Rostec’s organisations are located in 60 constituent entities of the 
Russian Federation and supply their products to the markets of more than 70 countries. The revenue of Rostec in 
2013 amounted to RUB 1.04 trillion. The tax deductions into the treasuries at all levels exceeded RUB 138 billion. 
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